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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, nnay a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 )^ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on . 
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Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The Brief Description of the Several Viev^of the Drawing is objected to because 
Fig. 19 is not referenced. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
• claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 7 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 7, it is unclear what is meant by "the handle the 
means". Also, there^ is lack of antecedent basis for "the means for gripping". Perhaps 
"the handle" should be deleted and the claim be made to depend from claim 6, which 
recites "means for gripping". 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

5. Claims 1 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by GB 
2 367 768. Regarding claim 1 , GB (768) discloses a mixing sheet comprising a flat, 
pliable sheet (see Figs. 6 and 7); and a plurality of handles fixedly attached to the outer 
perimeter (see Figs. 6 and 7; page 1, paragraph 4). Regarding claim 5, the handles are 
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manufactured out of composite (see page 1. paragraph 4, "reinforced , heavy gauge 
plastic fabric"). Regarding claim 6, GB (768) discloses a flat pliable sheet and means 
for gripping (see Figs. 6 and 7; page 1, paragraph 4). Regarding claim 7, means for 
attaching the handle means are disclosed (see Figs. 6 and 7). 

6. Claims 1 , 2. 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Osborn (US 4,580,372). Regarding claim 1, Osborn ('372) discloses a flat pliable sheet 
(see Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 11-19); and a plurality of handles (14) attached to the outer 
perimeter of the sheet (see Fig 1 ). Regarding claim 2, the handles are manufactured 
from high-density polyethylene (see col. 6, lines 45-51 ). Regarding claim 6, Osborn 
('372) discloses a flat pliable sheet (12); and means for gripping (14). Regarding claim 

7, means for attaching are disclosed (see Fig. 3). 

7. Claims 1 , 4, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Whitney (US 84,453). Regarding claims 1 and 4, Whitney ('453) discloses a flat, pliable 
sheet (A); and, a plurality of rope handles fixedly attached to the outer perimeter (see 
Figs. 1-3; col. 2, lines 4-6). Regarding claim 6, Whitney ('453) discloses a flat, pliable 
sheet (A); and, means for gripping (see Figs. 1-3; col. 2, lines 4-6). Regarding claim 7, 
means (a) for attaching are disclosed. 

8. Claims 1 , 3. 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Callaway (US 5,564,232). Regarding claim 1, Callaway ('232) discloses a flat, pliable 
sheet (30); and, a plurality of handles (1 2) fixedly attached to the outer perimeter of the 
sheet. Regarding claim 3, the handles are wood (see col. 3, lines 48-55). Regarding 
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claim 6, Callaway C232) discloses a flat, pliable sheet (30); and, means for gripping 
(12). Regarding claim 7, means for attaching are disclosed (see Figs. 2-5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this OfTice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

10. XIaim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Osborn 
(US 4,580,372). The thickness of the sheet of Osborn C372), discussed above, is not 
disclosed as being between 5 and 10 mils. However, Osborne recognizes thickness as 
a result effective variable (see col. 4. lines 17-18). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have optimized the thickness of the sheet to suit a particular 
intended use, especially considering that Osborn ('372) expressly states in col. 5, lines 
18-19) that the dimensions of sheets in accordance with the invention will depend "upon 
their indented uses". 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David L. Sorkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 148. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 -5:30 Mon.-Fri.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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